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When asked to pick his favorite 

volunteer experience for Children’s 

Hospital of Wisconsin, Guardian 

Society member Dennis Wisniewski 

has many to choose from. But he 

is quick to name the Children’s 

Champion breakfast at Briggs & 

Al’s Run & Walk, where hundreds of 

current and former patients gather 

before the big event.

“It is hands down the absolute best,” 

he said. “So many families come 

that day because of what Children’s 

did for them. It’s like they’re paying 

it forward.”

Paying it forward is what Dennis 

intended when he approached 

the foundation about volunteer 

opportunities in 2007, just before 

he retired from his 30-year career 

as a mechanical drawing and 

woodworking teacher. “I look at my 

life, and I’ve been pretty blessed,” 

he said. “If I’m able to give back, 

that’s what I’m going to do.” 

Also at the back of his mind were 

former students who had been 

patients at Children’s, especially 

two boys who ultimately lost their 

battles with cancer. 

Dennis Wisniewski’s gift ensures his support 
for Children’s will continue for years to come. 

Giving back – just 
because he can
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Guardian

Thank you to  
our supporters
We would like to welcome 

our newest Guardian 

Society members, who 

have included Children’s  

in their estate plans. 

Janet B. Cady 

Jane F. Godfroy 

Joe Lemel

Gladys Sachse 

Debra L. Weiner



Dedicated  
to children
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin is solely dedicated 
to the health and well-being of children. Each year 
our interactions with kids and families include:

365,000 
specialty care visits

68,000 
visits to our Emergency Room/

Level 1 Trauma Center

268,000
primary care visits

Your will: a reflection of your life

It’s one of the most important legal documents 

you’ll ever create; a will dictates how you want your 

assets distributed after you’re gone. But beyond 

legalities, a will is a reflection of your life. It reveals 

who and what mattered most to you, and it’s the 

final gesture by which you’ll be remembered.

A well-planned will relieves family members from 

having to guess your final wishes during their 

time of grief, and it ensures they are taken care 

of in the manner you specify. When you provide 

for an organization such as Children’s Hospital of 

Wisconsin in your will, you also extend your legacy 

of caring and generosity to the children we serve. 

A will has extraordinary potential, yet the 2017 

NMI Healthy Aging Database® study found that 

68 percent of Americans over the age of 18 don’t 

have one. Are you one of the 68 percent? If so, 

consider what a will can do for you: 

 • Name a guardian for minor children 

 •  Make financial arrangements for  

family members

 •  Direct the division of your property  

(so the state does not)

 • Choose the executor for your estate

 •  Provide for a charitable organization like ours

Your will can further our mission
We would love to talk with you about how your future gift 
can make a meaningful difference at Children’s. Please 
contact Kelly Sachse at (414) 266-6121 or ksachse@chw.org 
to learn more.



It’s not easy choosing the perfect gift, especially 
when it comes to charitable giving from your 
estate. When to give, how much to give, and the 
affordability of giving are common concerns. And 
then there’s the choice about how you want the 
gift to benefit you. 

Your path to the perfect gift

Whether you aim to enjoy tax savings or maintain 
your current lifestyle, there’s a charitable gift that 
meets your needs. Use the chart below to navigate 
these advantages and find the perfect gift – one 
that benefits you and makes a significant impact on 
the health and well-being of children in Wisconsin.

If You Want to… Make a larger gift now or in the 

future that has little or no effect on 

cash flow, and:

   •  Qualify for an income tax 

charitable deduction

   •  Avoid taxes on assets that have 

increased in value

   •  Transfer the expense of insuring 

or maintaining assets you no 

longer need

Make a simple gift after your 

lifetime, and:

   •  Maintain your current lifestyle by 

controlling your assets during 

your lifetime

   •  Enjoy the flexibility to change 

plans

   •  Pass your retirement plan assets 

to us tax free

Choose From  
These Options…

   •  Stock or other securities

   •  Real estate

   •  Personal property

 

   •  Gift in your will or trust

   •  Beneficiary designation

Then Enjoy the  
True Reward!

Feel good knowing that you’ve created a brighter  

future at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin. 

©  Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation and The Stelter Company | The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an 
attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. 
State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.

Get organized 
Provide a road map for your loved 

ones with where they can find key 

documents and whom to contact in 

case of your absence. Send for the 

free organizer tool Your guide to 

locating important documents using 

the enclosed response card today!



Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation

MS3050 • PO Box 1997 • Milwaukee, WI 53201-1997

(414) 266-6121 • (888) 543-7233 • chw.org/plannedgiving

If you wish to be removed from our fundraising mailing list, please contact Kelly Sachse by 

email at ksachse@chw.org or toll-free at (888) 543-7233.
Kelly Sachse

Senior Planned Giving Director
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Family or charity? 
The answer is both

Naming Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin as a beneficiary 

in your will is a simple way to support our vision to make 

Wisconsin’s kids the healthiest in the nation. But maybe you’ve 

hesitated because you’re unsure about how much to give. 

Because life is unpredictable and the value of your assets is 

likely to rise and fall, you don’t want to risk that someday your 

charitable gift could outweigh the well-being of your family. 

Fortunately, there’s a solution.

Percentage giving 
Instead of a fixed amount, consider gifting a percentage of 

your estate or of specific assets. That way, gifts to loved ones 

and to organizations such as Children’s remain proportional – 

no matter how your estate fluctuates. 

Here are three simple ways to put family first while supporting 

our future: 

  1.  Gift a percentage of your estate to Children’s in your will.

 2.  Leave us a percentage of your residual estate (the portion 

of your estate that remains after all gifts have been made 

and all claims of the estate are satisfied).

 3.  Name Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin as a beneficiary  

of a percentage of your life insurance policy or  

retirement account.

To learn more about ways you can make 
an impact at Children’s, like Dennis, 
contact Kelly Sachse at (414) 266-6121 or 
ksachse@chw.org. 

After years of volunteering 

at various foundation events, 

including Children’s in his estate 

plan in 2014, “just seemed like the 

right thing to do,” Dennis said. 

Over time, Dennis’s appreciation 

for all that Children’s does, big and 

small, has only grown. During a 

hospital tour in 2016, he was moved 

when he saw a young patient 

wheeled down the hallway – not in a 

wheelchair, but in a little red wagon.

“That stuck with me,” he said. “I 

wouldn’t have thought to do that, 

but it made so much sense! Kids 

need to be treated differently.”

For Dennis, getting involved with 

Children’s has been a deeply 

rewarding way to make an impact. 

“No matter what I do for Children’s,” 

he said, “I always feel like I get more 

out of it than I put in.” 

Every gift counts! 
Even a small percentage of your estate makes a 

big impact on us. Contact us to learn more about 

supporting the health and well-being of Wisconsin 

children while putting family first.


