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When Joe Lemel experienced every parent’s 

worst nightmare – the death of his son Adam, age 

17, from sudden cardiac arrest on a high school 

basketball court – he knew that his life’s work, and 

Adam’s legacy, would be to make a difference for 

other families. 

Following this tragedy in 1999, Joe learned 

that Adam’s life could have been saved had an 

automated external defibrillator (AED) been 

available that day. “First responders were nearby, 

but even they weren’t fast enough,” Joe recalled. 

“You only have 2 to 3 minutes. There needs to be 

an AED on site.” 

That’s why Joe began working with Children’s 

Hospital of Wisconsin’s Herma Heart Institute to 

launch Project ADAM (Automated Defibrillators in 

Adam’s Memory), which partners with schools to 

help them acquire AEDs and train on-site staff to 

respond to a cardiac emergency.

Joe wanted to see swift progress, but it took time 

and persistence for Project ADAM to gain traction, 

first in Milwaukee and then across Wisconsin. 

“Something like this can’t happen quickly,” Joe 

said. “It takes a lifetime.” 

Joe is also determined for Project ADAM to 

continue beyond his own lifetime, which inspired 

him to put Children’s in his estate plan. His ultimate 

goal is for Project ADAM to reach all 50 states. 

Each year brings that goal closer, with affiliates 

currently in 14 states. 

“Adam never had a chance, but we know there’s a 

way to give other kids a chance,” Joe said. “I could 

never just walk away from that.” 

A father’s  
lifesaving legacy

Guardian

Your gift can save lives
When you make a future gift to Children’s, 

you help us provide critical programs to 

patients and families for generations to 

come. Contact Kelly Sachse at (414) 266-6121 

or ksachse@chw.org to learn more.

Joe Lemel’s legacy gift to Children’s ensures that 
Project ADAM will continue long after his lifetime. 
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A flexible way to 
support what you love

Rare is the person who regrets having been truly generous or 

thoughtful. Yet, how can you give away property, securities, or 

real estate now if you do not know whether you or your family 

will need those assets later? One solution is to make gifts to 

charitable organizations such as Children’s by means of a 

bequest – a gift in your will or living trust.

Following are some advantages of this gift option:

	 •		Easy. As little as one sentence in your will or living trust 

completes the gift 

	 •		Revocable. Until your will or trust goes into effect, you are 

free to alter your plans

	 •		Versatile. You can give a specific item, an amount 

of money, a gift contingent upon certain events, or a 

percentage of your estate

Give from your IRA – 
make sure your gift 
counts in 2018!

While an IRA is an appealing way to 

save for retirement, if you are 70 1/2  

or older, it can also be a tax-wise 

way to make your annual gift to 

Children’s Hospital or your other 

favorite charities. 

If you have not yet taken your 

required minimum distribution for 

the year, your IRA charitable rollover 

gift can satisfy all or part of that 

requirement up to $100,000. To 

ensure your gift qualifies for 2018, 

make the transfer by Dec. 31.
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You are 
unique!  
Is your will?
For helpful tips to ensure 
your will covers your 
particular situation, 
return the enclosed 
response card to request 
our must-have guide, 
Your will: uniquely you.


