
The

FALL
2017

Most parents with three young 

children would say that their hearts  

– and their home – are already full. 

But nearly 50 years ago, Carole 

and Alan Bendtsen decided they 

could find a little more room for 

kids who needed them. Today, they 

are Guardian Society members 

committed to supporting the foster 

care program at Children’s Hospital 

of Wisconsin. 

“Being a foster family meant the 

world to us,” Carole said. “That’s why 

we made it part of our heritage.”

In 1969, Carole and Alan learned that a group called the Committee of 

Responsibility would bring war-injured children from Vietnam to the 

U.S. to receive free medical care. These kids needed foster homes in 

participating cities, including Madison. 

The Bendtsens welcomed 16-year-old Tho. Children’s Service Society 

of Wisconsin (CSSW) – which became part of the Community 

Services program at Children’s in 2004 – supported them through this 

bittersweet experience. Tho struggled with the transition from the 

Madison hospital to their home as he underwent multiple surgeries.

Carole and Alan Bendtsen, parents to 
three sons, served as a foster family to 11 
children through the foster care program 
at Children’s.

Opening the door 
to a lasting gift
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Guardian

Thank you to  
our supporters
We would like to welcome 

our newest Guardian 

Society members, who 

have included Children’s  

in their estate plans. 

Anonymous (1) 

John R. Carey

Kelli and Dave Effinger

Judethe K. Johnson

Paul and Brenda Klister 

Family

Rollie and Sue Stephenson

Jeff and Katie Stewart

Paul Veldboom

Barbara B. Wisniewski



How to leave a gift

When people think about giving to a charity like Children’s 

Hospital of Wisconsin, cash seems like the easiest gift to give. 

Write a check and it takes care of our most immediate needs, but 

what about the next generation of our children? 

To help, consider turning the gift you make today into a gift for 

tomorrow by making a planned gift to Children’s. If you read our 

feature story, you know that Carole and Alan Bendtsen, after their 

experiences with our foster care program, supported us with this 

type of gift. 

A planned gift is a commitment to benefit countless children and 

families for years to come. Examples of planned gifts are a gift in 

your will or naming Children’s as a beneficiary of your retirement 

plan. These gifts make a statement about your long-lasting 

legacy, and many of these designations include tax benefits for 

you or your loved ones.

Planned gifts often involve a little more thought, but you can 

align them with your overall financial and estate planning goals. 

The best part? Your gift is generally deferred until after your 

lifetime, so your current income isn’t affected. Also, with many 

planned gifts, you can change your mind at any time. 

No matter which gift type you choose, you can feel confident 

in knowing that your contribution will allow us to protect 

Wisconsin’s kids well into the future.

©  Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation 
and The Stelter Company | The information 
in this publication is not intended as legal or 
tax advice. For such advice, please consult 
an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in 
examples are for hypothetical purposes only 
and are subject to change. References to 
estate and income taxes include federal taxes 
only. State income/estate taxes or state law 
may impact your results.

Give in their name
Create a lasting tribute 

to someone special by 

making a gift in their 

name to Children’s 

Hospital of Wisconsin. 

Learn the details in our 

new guide Give from 

the heart with a tribute 

gift. Simply return the 

enclosed response card 

to get started today!

Want to learn more about the many ways to make a planned gift? Visit  
chw.org/plannedgiving to uncover which gift type is right for you.



Opening the door to a lasting gift
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After Tho returned to Vietnam, 

Carole and Alan became foster 

parents to a series of babies –  

ten in total – born and awaiting 

adoption in the U.S. Even their 

three young sons took part in 

caring for them.

“That was a joyous time,” 

Carole said. 

There were challenges, too – from 

the inevitable sleepless nights to 

the pain of parting after several 

months. But looking back, Carole 

said, “I learned a lot about what 

I wanted my life to mean. And 

we deepened as a family. The 

experience shaped our own sons 

as they became fantastic parents 

and community members.” 

Decades passed, but the 

experience “was never out of the 

background of my mind and my 

life,” Carole said. She was inspired 

to serve on the CSSW advisory 

board and to return to school to 

become a nurse. Eventually, she 

and Alan included the Children’s 

foster care program in Madison 

in their estate plan to recognize 

the outstanding support they 

received years ago – and to 

address the ever-present need  

for good foster families. 

“The need is all around us,” Carole 

said. “But each one of us has 

something we can do.” 

You’ve worked hard, saved diligently, and are 

ready to enjoy your retirement years. Maybe 

you’re also looking for a way to give back to 

the organizations and causes that have been 

important to you. Consider making a gift from 

your IRA.

If you’re 701⁄2 or older, you can use the IRA 

charitable rollover to make a tax-free gift to 

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin. This law allows 

you to transfer up to $100,000 directly to a 

qualified charitable organization without paying 

income tax on the distribution. 

It’s easier than ever to support Children’s

Let us guide you

You don’t need to be an expert in retirement planning to make a gift from your IRA. Let us walk you through it and 
share all the ways your gift makes a difference at Children’s. Contact Kelly Sachse at (414) 266-6121 or ksachse@chw.org 
to get started today.

When you use the IRA charitable rollover to make 

a gift to Children’s:

 •  Your gift will be put to use today, allowing you 

to see the difference you’re making to ensure 

kids receive the best care.

 •  You pay no income taxes on the gift. The 

transfer doesn’t generate taxable income or  

a tax deduction, so you benefit even if you  

do not itemize your tax deductions. 

 •  If you have not yet taken your required 

minimum distribution for the year, your IRA 

charitable rollover gift can satisfy all or part  

of that requirement.

“Being a foster family meant 

the world to us,” Carole said. 

“That’s why we made it part 

of our heritage.”
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Get a jump on 2018
Cross estate planning off your to-do list

A new year will offer a fresh 

start on your personal goals and 

resolutions. It’s also the perfect 

time to take stock of where 

you’re at in your estate planning. 

When surveying your plan, make 

sure you review the following: 

 Wills and trusts. Review your 

will or trust for any life change 

such as a birth, death, marriage, 

or a move to a different state.

 Beneficiary designations. 

Remove any beneficiary on your 

life insurance or retirement plans 

who is deceased or is a former 

spouse, and consider adding 

a charitable organization like 

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.

 Durable power of attorney. 

Make sure your durable powers 

of attorney for financial matters 

and health care are current. A 

copy of the financial power of 

attorney should be given to your 

family members, while a copy 

of your health care power of 

attorney should be provided to 

both family members and health 

care providers. 

 Safe-deposit box. Catalog the 

contents of your safe-deposit 

box. Give a written copy to a 

trusted family member and note 

any items you are holding for 

someone else.

 Bank or brokerage accounts. 

Name designated heirs or 

Children’s as recipients of bank 

or brokerage account proceeds 

at your death.*

 Charitable contributions. 

If you’ve included a gift to 

Children’s in your estate plan, 

review the details of your gift 

and let us – and your loved  

ones – know of your intentions. 

This will guarantee that your 

wishes are carried out after  

your lifetime.

* State laws govern payable-on-death accounts and transfer-on-death accounts. Please consult with your bank representative or 

investment advisor if you are considering these gifts.

Don’t have an estate plan?
It’s never too late to plan for the future. 

Contact us for more information on 

how you can create an estate plan that 

provides for you and for Children’s.

We can help
If you have questions 

about your estate 

plan or how you can 

support Children’s with 

a tax-wise gift this year 

or through your estate, 

please contact us. We 

are happy to help.


