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erhaps Rosella Wellert’s 
background doesn’t tell the 

typical story you expect of 
a high-impact philanthropist. But 
certainly there is no one who better 
exemplifies the generous, caring 
spirit of a Children’s Guardian 
Society member.

Growing up in Sheboygan as one  
of 13 children in her family, Rosella 
became a domestic worker at age  
14 to help support her family. It was 
strenuous work, which continued 
throughout her life. Rosella’s husband, 
Frank, also worked in a demanding 
field, logging more than 30 years 
as a welder. The couple never had 
children of their own, but they 
demonstrated their tremendous 
compassion for kids when they 
decided to make a gift to Children’s 
Hospital of Wisconsin. 

However, following nearly 60 years 
of loving marriage, cancer took 
Frank’s life before the gift they 
planned together was finalized. 
Rosella moved forward with their 
dream and, in the process, created  
a permanent tribute to her husband. 
She established the Frank J.and 
Rosella E. Wellert Fund for 
Behavioral Health. 

With a desire to do even more for 
children, Rosella has also gifted 
her entire estate, when she no 
longer needs it, to benefit children 
with special healthcare needs at 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin. 
(See more about the Special Needs 
Program on page 2.) In 2006, 
Rosella was the recipient of Partners 
in Philanthropy’s Leave a Legacy 
Award…an honor that she said 
means “everything” to her.

Now in her 90s, residing in an 
assisted living facility, this special 
woman spends a great deal of time 
each day reading and praying for the 
children her gift will help. Rosella 
said that she imagines the children 
who will benefit from her gift. “I 
picture receiving a hug from a child 
who needed the help. Nothing makes 
me happier than the idea of being 
wrapped in the arms of a child.”

Rosella’s dream creates a better reality

Rosella Wellert

It takes just 4 steps to create a charitable gift annuity

Step 1: 
Determine your charitable goals.
Consider whether you want your 
gift to benefit a particular purpose 
at Children’s. If you do not have a 
favorite program in mind, your gift 
can remain unrestricted, allowing 
our governing board to determine 
where it is needed the most to help 
care for kids.
 

Step 2:
Decide which asset to donate.
You can fund your gift annuity  
with cash, stocks, bonds or possibly 
another asset – it doesn’t have to 
be straight-out-of-pocket. When 
making your decision, consider  
the fair market value and cost 
basis of the asset. Also, compare 
the asset’s current income to the 
proposed gift annuity payments.
(See chart below.)

Step 3: 
Choose who will receive  
the annuity payments.
Gift annuities make lifetime 
payments you can never outlive.  
You can also have the gift annuity 
provide payments for another 
individual such as your spouse, 
parent, adult child, family member  
or friend. 

Step 4:
Select a date to start your payments.
Your payments may begin 
immediately, or you can defer the 
start of your payments into the 
future, such as five or 10 years 
from now. Deferring your payments 
increases your annual payout as  
well as your income tax deduction. 
You will also need to decide if you 
want to receive your payments 
quarterly, semiannually or annually.

An inspiring event 

Actions you can take today

his fall, more than 15,800 people came 
together to participate in the Briggs & Al’s  

Run & Walk for Children’s Hospital. It was  
the 33rd year for this annual event – one of the largest  
of its kind in the Midwest. Thanks to participants, 
pledge raisers and community sponsors, more than  
$1.2 million was raised to help the kids! 

Are you considering what to do next? Perhaps you 
have some questions or would like more information, 
or maybe you would like to speak with us directly. 
Here are a few options:

Visit us online at  www.chw.org/
plannedgiving to learn more about 

how your gift can benefit Children’s Hospital.

Return the reply card to receive a free 
copy of our booklet, Receive fixed 

payments for life. 

Call Kelly Sachse, planned giving director, 
toll-free at (888) 543-7233 to find out 

how a charitable gift annuity will support our 
work while providing you with a steady stream 
of payments.

Receive a free personalized gift annuity 
illustration by giving us a call, returning 

the enclosed reply card or visiting us at  
www.chw.org/giftcalculator.

P
T

stablishing a charitable gift annuity is smart, rewarding… 
and simple to do! In four easy steps, you can create a gift  
that will provide for your future as well as Children’s  

Hospital of Wisconsin. 
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Check out the benefits
For an illustration of how a 
charitable gift annuity would work 
for you, simply visit our website, 
www.chw.org/giftcalculator, and 
submit a few details to see your 
benefits today!

Or, contact Kelly Sachse, our 
planned giving director, at  
(888) 543-7233 or by e-mail at  
ksachse@chw.org. Kelly is happy 
to answer any questions while 
providing you with a personalized 
example specific to your situation. 
As always, all inquiries are without 
obligation. 

*Children’s Hospital and Health System Foundation follows the gift  
annuity rates suggested by the American Council on Gift Annuities.

   ONE LIFE           TWO LIVES
 Age         Rate Ages         Rate
 65 5.5% 65/70 5.2%
 70 5.8% 70/75 5.5%
 75 6.4% 75/80 5.9%
 80 7.2% 80/85 6.6%
 85 8.1% 85/90 7.5%
   90+ 9.5%    90/95+ 9.0%

A gift annuity offers a guaranteed fixed return at attractive rates.

CHECK OUR RATES*

Visit us at www.chw.org/plannedgiving 
and discover ways to benefit the children  
while making tax-wise charitable planning  
choices for yourself.

The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an attorney. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and are 
subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.
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“Rosella moved forward 

with their dream and, in the 

process, created a permanent 

tribute to her husband.”

Kids like Eddie, pictured here with his sister Makana 
and his grandma Debbie, are able to receive some of 
the best care in the nation because of this generous 
community support.



he Special Needs 
Program (SNP) at 

Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin is a unique, pioneering 
service which annually provides 
personalized care to 150-200 
children with extremely complex, 
chronic medical conditions. To 
qualify for the program, children 
must have a minimum of five 
specialists; disease involving three 
or more organ systems; and other 
care condition challenges. The 
purpose of  the SNP is to have 
nurse case managers and physicians 
who are intimately familiar with 
each child’s condition and can 
work with families to manage 
overall healthcare needs.  

This coordinated care is in extreme 
demand and wildly popular with 
caregivers and families alike. 
With SNP support 24/7/365, this 
continuity of care from hospital 

The Guardian Society – partners in our futureClinic meets needs of  
special kids

Not retiring for a while? 
The Guardian Society is open 
to individuals who have made a 
provision for Children’s Hospital  
and Health System in their will or 
estate plan. Members are invited  
to an annual recognition luncheon 
and, with their permission, are listed 
on our permanent recognition area  
in the lobby of Children’s Hospital  
of Wisconsin, and in our annual 
report and newsletter.

To learn more, please 
return the enclosed reply 
card or contact Kelly 
Sachse, planned giving 

director, toll-free at (888) 543-7233. 
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Society members who have 
taken steps to ensure that Children’s 
Hospital and Health System will be 
here for tomorrow’s children with a 
gift through their estate. Their interest 
in preserving and enhancing the very 
best in care, advocacy, research and 
education is to be commended. 

Anonymous (12)
Ms. Gertrude L. Abitz
Diane & Michael Abraham
Mary & Jeff Albrecht
Mrs. Joyce Altman
Dr. & Mrs. John F. Altstadt
Mr. & Mrs. Ward Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Anhalt
William & Marianne Arpe
Dr. & Mrs. Fredrick C. Austermann
Roger W. & Theresa Barrette
Mary Ann Barton
Adam R. Bauman
Mr. & Mrs. Curt Bawden
Mrs. Freida R. Baxter
Darcia D. Behrens
Donald & Jean Beier
Mr. & Mrs. B. Alan Bendtsen
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher J. Berens
Richard & Gloria Bergman
Ms. Barbara A. Bombaci
Ms. Dianne E. Bridges
Robert M. Brown
Dan & Karen Buehrle
Todd J. & Deborah J. Busniewski
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Buss
Jane A Chevako, MD
Louis & Alissa Clark
Dr. Roger D. Cohen
Gerald E. & Elizabeth H. Connolly
Ms. Patricia Costello
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Crow
Ms. Sandy Czosnek
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Dambruch

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Lofy
Mrs. Ruthann Lubahn
John M. Lutz
Mrs. Arlene S. Mann
Dr. Karen J. &  
 Mr. Anthony J. Marcdante
Ms. Marion H. Martin
Mrs. Mary McCann
John D. & Judy McGourthy
Selma Mechanic
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel C. Meiers
Mr. & Mrs. Larry T. Mercier
Mr. Daniel M. Micha
Keith† & Deanna Miller
Sheryl & Jim Miller
Wm. E. & Iris A. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Leigh E. Morris
Barbara W. Morrissey
Mrs. Peggy S. Morse
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis J. Mueller
Ms. Susan E. Mueller
Mr. & Mrs. William Muir
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie M. Muma
M. Lucille Neff
Mr. Edward Neuwirth
Patricia Obletz
Mr. Alan Ochalek
Lorraine O’Connor
Mr. John Ogden, Sr.
Ms. Donna Palkowski
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Parker, Jr.
Mr. Mark T. Peddecord
Ms. Julie J. Pedretti
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Pelz
Mary Beth & Holger Petersen
Mr. & Mrs. Steven M. Phillips
Judy A. Pocan
Mark S. & Mary Catherine† Poker
Dr. Larry & Bobbi Polacheck
Larry & Kathi Rambo
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick A. Rand
Mr. Michael J. Reiter
Margaret Rendall
Mr. & Mrs. Greg W. Renz
Ms. Angela M. Rester

Merry Damrow
Dr. & Mrs. Larry B. Dean
Rolf† & Gloria Dickson
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly L. Diestler
Mr. Paul A. Donnelly
Mr. & Mrs. Gary G. Edler
James M. Eisenman
Thomas & Susan Ela
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence E. Foreman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fox
Dr. Bill & Mrs. Pat Gallen
Ms. Suzanne Garr
Lora L. Gatzke
Tom & Nancy Gazzana
Laura Gille & John Howman
Mrs. Ruth S. Gresham
Lois C. Gresl
Mr. & Mrs. Richard R. Grigg, Jr.
Mr. Barry A. Gruber
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Hamacher
Suzanne C. Hansen
Mr. & Mrs. Leesley B. Hardy
Ms. Nikki Hauck
Mrs. Dorothy A. Heale
Ms. Marjorie F. Healy
Donald H. & Julie Heeg
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hirt
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph F. Hudson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles V. James
Mr. & Mrs. Jay S. Jensen
Mrs. Florence M. Jungen
Dr. Mary K. Kachoyeanos
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald J. Kahn
Ms. Jeanine M. Kissinger
Dr. & Mrs. Robert M. Kliegman
Carol A. Kling
Mr. & Mrs. Joel R. Klink
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Kohn
Audrey J. Komarek
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Kraig
Mr. Bernard S. Kubale
Mrs. Patricia J. Kupka
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Lach
Ms. Rochelle Lamm
Rev. Leo R. Lessard

Guardian Society members Kay and Fred Austermann visit with 
guest speaker Dr. Lori Barbeau at the 2010 recognition luncheon.

T W
A gift in your will
By providing for Children’s in your 
will or estate plan today, you ensure 
our children’s health and well-being 
for generations. It is a promise of a 
healthier future for all children.

Sample bequest language:
“ I give and bequeath to Children’s 
Hospital and Health System 
Foundation, Inc., Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, a not-for-profit 
corporation, the sum of $_______*, 
to be used as directed by the Board 
of Directors of Children’s Hospital 
and Health System, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.” For gifts to benefit a 
specific program or purpose, please 
give us a call for additional wording.

* Rather than leaving a certain sum, you 
can include language that refers to a 
percentage of your estate or a description 
of securities or property you wish to give.

to clinics to home has proven to 
dramatically increase the efficiency 
and effectiveness of care, reducing 
hospital stays and associated costs. 
It is a tremendous support to families 
who are often overwhelmed with 
massive amounts of information and 
multiple (and at times conflicting) 
health needs of their child. 

To help more families coordinate 
the care of their children with 
multiple healthcare conditions, 
additional staff members are needed. 
And while the SNP demonstrates  
a phenomenal return on investment, 
services provided are generally not 
reimbursed by insurance companies 
and rely on the generosity of 
philanthropic partners. As our 
mission is to provide the best 
care for kids, we hope to expand 
this opportunity to hundreds of 
additional families currently waiting 
to be accepted in the program.

Thanks to a deferred charitable gift 
annuity, you can make a gift now 
and delay the start of your payments 
until a date that you specify, such as 
your retirement. The annual payout 
rate will be higher because your 
payments are deferred until a later 
age – at a time when your other 
income may be less. 

If you think a deferred gift annuity 
might be right for you, contact  
Kelly Sachse, planned giving director, 
toll-free at (888) 543-7233. Kelly 
would be happy to discuss the specific 
benefits you can enjoy.

A bright future 
for you

Consider a gift that ensures  
your future and brightens  
ours. Read about it in our  
FREE guide, Receive fixed 
payments for life. Simply 
return the enclosed reply  
card today.

Financial gifts now and in the  
future ensure Children’s Hospital  
will continue to meet the needs of  
children and families in our region.

i

HOW
YOUR
GIFT IS
USED
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our 2010 Guardian 

Society members who have 
taken steps to ensure that Children’s 
Hospital and Health System will be 
here for tomorrow’s children with a 
gift through their estate. Their interest 
in preserving and enhancing the very 
best in care, advocacy, research and 
education is to be commended. 
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A gift in your will
By providing for Children’s in your 
will or estate plan today, you ensure 
our children’s health and well-being 
for generations. It is a promise of a 
healthier future for all children.

Sample bequest language:
“ I give and bequeath to Children’s 
Hospital and Health System 
Foundation, Inc., Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, a not-for-profit 
corporation, the sum of $_______*, 
to be used as directed by the Board 
of Directors of Children’s Hospital 
and Health System, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.” For gifts to benefit a 
specific program or purpose, please 
give us a call for additional wording.

* Rather than leaving a certain sum, you 
can include language that refers to a 
percentage of your estate or a description 
of securities or property you wish to give.

to clinics to home has proven to 
dramatically increase the efficiency 
and effectiveness of care, reducing 
hospital stays and associated costs. 
It is a tremendous support to families 
who are often overwhelmed with 
massive amounts of information and 
multiple (and at times conflicting) 
health needs of their child. 

To help more families coordinate 
the care of their children with 
multiple healthcare conditions, 
additional staff members are needed. 
And while the SNP demonstrates  
a phenomenal return on investment, 
services provided are generally not 
reimbursed by insurance companies 
and rely on the generosity of 
philanthropic partners. As our 
mission is to provide the best 
care for kids, we hope to expand 
this opportunity to hundreds of 
additional families currently waiting 
to be accepted in the program.

Thanks to a deferred charitable gift 
annuity, you can make a gift now 
and delay the start of your payments 
until a date that you specify, such as 
your retirement. The annual payout 
rate will be higher because your 
payments are deferred until a later 
age – at a time when your other 
income may be less. 

If you think a deferred gift annuity 
might be right for you, contact  
Kelly Sachse, planned giving director, 
toll-free at (888) 543-7233. Kelly 
would be happy to discuss the specific 
benefits you can enjoy.

A bright future 
for you

Consider a gift that ensures  
your future and brightens  
ours. Read about it in our  
FREE guide, Receive fixed 
payments for life. Simply 
return the enclosed reply  
card today.

Financial gifts now and in the  
future ensure Children’s Hospital  
will continue to meet the needs of  
children and families in our region.

i

HOW
YOUR
GIFT IS
USED
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Please write to us at our address if you wish to have your name removed from the list to receive future 
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erhaps Rosella Wellert’s 
background doesn’t tell the 

typical story you expect of 
a high-impact philanthropist. But 
certainly there is no one who better 
exemplifies the generous, caring 
spirit of a Children’s Guardian 
Society member.

Growing up in Sheboygan as one  
of 13 children in her family, Rosella 
became a domestic worker at age  
14 to help support her family. It was 
strenuous work, which continued 
throughout her life. Rosella’s husband, 
Frank, also worked in a demanding 
field, logging more than 30 years 
as a welder. The couple never had 
children of their own, but they 
demonstrated their tremendous 
compassion for kids when they 
decided to make a gift to Children’s 
Hospital of Wisconsin. 

However, following nearly 60 years 
of loving marriage, cancer took 
Frank’s life before the gift they 
planned together was finalized. 
Rosella moved forward with their 
dream and, in the process, created  
a permanent tribute to her husband. 
She established the Frank J.and 
Rosella E. Wellert Fund for 
Behavioral Health. 

With a desire to do even more for 
children, Rosella has also gifted 
her entire estate, when she no 
longer needs it, to benefit children 
with special healthcare needs at 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin. 
(See more about the Special Needs 
Program on page 2.) In 2006, 
Rosella was the recipient of Partners 
in Philanthropy’s Leave a Legacy 
Award…an honor that she said 
means “everything” to her.

Now in her 90s, residing in an 
assisted living facility, this special 
woman spends a great deal of time 
each day reading and praying for the 
children her gift will help. Rosella 
said that she imagines the children 
who will benefit from her gift. “I 
picture receiving a hug from a child 
who needed the help. Nothing makes 
me happier than the idea of being 
wrapped in the arms of a child.”

Rosella’s dream creates a better realityw

Rosella Wellert

It takes just 4 steps to create a charitable gift annuity

Step 1: 
Determine your charitable goals.
Consider whether you want your 
gift to benefit a particular purpose 
at Children’s. If you do not have a 
favorite program in mind, your gift 
can remain unrestricted, allowing 
our governing board to determine 
where it is needed the most to help 
care for kids.
 

Step 2:
Decide which asset to donate.
You can fund your gift annuity  
with cash, stocks, bonds or possibly 
another asset – it doesn’t have to 
be straight-out-of-pocket. When 
making your decision, consider  
the fair market value and cost 
basis of the asset. Also, compare 
the asset’s current income to the 
proposed gift annuity payments.
(See chart below.)

Step 3: 
Choose who will receive  
the annuity payments.
Gift annuities make lifetime 
payments you can never outlive.  
You can also have the gift annuity 
provide payments for another 
individual such as your spouse, 
parent, adult child, family member  
or friend. 

Step 4:
Select a date to start your payments.
Your payments may begin 
immediately, or you can defer the 
start of your payments into the 
future, such as five or 10 years 
from now. Deferring your payments 
increases your annual payout as  
well as your income tax deduction. 
You will also need to decide if you 
want to receive your payments 
quarterly, semiannually or annually.

An inspiring event 

Actions you can take today

his fall, more than 15,800 people came 
together to participate in the Briggs & Al’s  

Run & Walk for Children’s Hospital. It was  
the 33rd year for this annual event – one of the largest  
of its kind in the Midwest. Thanks to participants, 
pledge raisers and community sponsors, more than  
$1.2 million was raised to help the kids! 

Are you considering what to do next? Perhaps you 
have some questions or would like more information, 
or maybe you would like to speak with us directly. 
Here are a few options:

Visit us online at  www.chw.org/
plannedgiving to learn more about 

how your gift can benefit Children’s Hospital.

Return the reply card to receive a free 
copy of our booklet, Receive fixed 

payments for life. 

Call Kelly Sachse, planned giving director, 
toll-free at (888) 543-7233 to find out 

how a charitable gift annuity will support our 
work while providing you with a steady stream 
of payments.

Receive a free personalized gift annuity 
illustration by giving us a call, returning 

the enclosed reply card or visiting us at  
www.chw.org/giftcalculator.

P
T

stablishing a charitable gift annuity is smart, rewarding… 
and simple to do! In four easy steps, you can create a gift  
that will provide for your future as well as Children’s  

Hospital of Wisconsin. 

E

In this issue
• Clinic meets needs of special kids 
•   The Guardian Society − partners in our future
•    It takes just 4 steps to create a charitable gift annuity
•    An inspiring event

Check out the benefits
For an illustration of how a 
charitable gift annuity would work 
for you, simply visit our website, 
www.chw.org/giftcalculator, and 
submit a few details to see your 
benefits today!

Or, contact Kelly Sachse, our 
planned giving director, at  
(888) 543-7233 or by e-mail at  
ksachse@chw.org. Kelly is happy 
to answer any questions while 
providing you with a personalized 
example specific to your situation. 
As always, all inquiries are without 
obligation. 

*Children’s Hospital and Health System Foundation follows the gift  
annuity rates suggested by the American Council on Gift Annuities.

   ONE LIFE           TWO LIVES
 Age         Rate Ages         Rate
 65 5.5% 65/70 5.2%
 70 5.8% 70/75 5.5%
 75 6.4% 75/80 5.9%
 80 7.2% 80/85 6.6%
 85 8.1% 85/90 7.5%
   90+ 9.5%    90/95+ 9.0%

A gift annuity offers a guaranteed fixed return at attractive rates.

CHECK OUR RATES*

Visit us at www.chw.org/plannedgiving 
and discover ways to benefit the children  
while making tax-wise charitable planning  
choices for yourself.

The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an attorney. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and are 
subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.

recycled paper © Children’s Hospital and Health System Foundation and The Stelter Company

“Rosella moved forward 

with their dream and, in the 

process, created a permanent 

tribute to her husband.”

Kids like Eddie, pictured here with his sister Makana 
and his grandma Debbie, are able to receive some of 
the best care in the nation because of this generous 
community support.
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