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warm, caring spirit is
immediately apparent in
Sandy Czosnek, as is the

calm demeanor of someone who
raised 13 children. Now, with all of
her own kids grown, she enjoys her
role as “Gamma” to 20 grandkids.
And while Sandy’s home is a bit less
active, now occupied only by Sandy
and her two Golden Retrievers, she
remains every bit as committed to
her family and engaged in her
interests. Children’s Hospital of
Wisconsin is fortunate to be 
counted among her passions.

Sandy first became involved with
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin in
1974. When her son Jim was only 
12 days old, he was referred by his
doctor to Children’s Hospital
because of his blue coloring. 

Sandy learned from Dr. Bill Gallen
at Children’s that Jim would need
open-heart surgery. Jim had his first
heart surgery at Children’s Hospital
when he was only two weeks old.
His surgery was a great success, but
because Children’s heart program
was not as developed twenty-five
years ago, and Jim’s heart defects
were so complex, Children’s referred
Jim to the Mayo Clinic for three
additional surgeries.

Jim became very close to his caregivers
at Children’s Hospital as he continued
here with his follow-up visits. In

fact, Jim served as ring bearer at the
wedding of Dr. Gallen’s nurse. 

While one child with a serious heart
condition would be a lot for most
people to manage, in the fall of
1975, Sandy discovered that her 
4-year-old daughter, Jenni, also had 
a heart defect requiring open-heart
surgery. Jenni’s primary condition,
Ostiun Primum Cushion defect, 
was corrected at Children’s. 

Sandy said neither Jim nor Jenni
ever used their heart problems as a
crutch. “It was scary, but we’d just
try and let them be as normal as
possible and do whatever they
could,” said Sandy. Both children
remained strong and active as they
grew. Then at age 20, Jim and his
friends were playing baseball and
Jim collided with another player
while catching a fly ball. Jim was
missing part of his sternum from an
earlier operation and the impact of
the collision stopped his heart. He
was in a coma for eight days before
he passed away.
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Continued on next page

Sandy and family at
Briggs & Al’s Run &
Walk for Children’s
Hospital

Add to your security and ours with a charitable gift annuity

f you would like to help
the kids at Children’s
Hospital and Health

System and are also interested in
supplementing your income during
retirement, consider a charitable
gift annuity.

HHooww  aa  ggiifftt  aannnnuuiittyy  wwoorrkkss..
The contract. You give an
irrevocable gift of cash or
securities to Children’s Hospital 
in exchange for a contract that
obligates us to pay you a fixed
amount each year for the rest of
your life. (You can also include
another individual, such as your
spouse, to benefit from the gift
annuity.)

The payments. The annual rate of
your payment is based on your age
at the time of the gift. The older
you are, the higher the annuity
rate. Your payments will never be
reduced or jeopardized at any time
during your life.

The tax advantage. You receive 
a charitable income tax deduction 
in the year you make the gift to
establish the annuity. Each year 
a portion of your payment will be
income tax-free. 

The philanthropy.
After your lifetime(s),
Children’s will use
the remaining assets
from your gift for a
purpose within the
health system that
you designate at the
time of the gift. 

NNoott  nneeaarr  rreett ii rreemmeenntt??
You can also set up a
deferred gift annuity to
delay payments until a
later date – such as when you plan to
retire. You can structure the income to
start when you want, and the payout
rate and your tax deduction will be
higher than that of an immediate
payment gift annuity.

If you think a gift annuity might be
right for you, call us today. We would
be glad to calculate your benefits 
(at no obligation) based on
contemplated gifts of various
amounts. Contact Kelly Sachse,
director of planned giving, toll-free
at (888) 543-7233, by e-mail at
ksachse@chw.org, or simply return
the enclosed reply card to request
more information. 
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• Dedicated to providing the best care

• Add to your security and ours with a charitable 
gift annuity

• Helping create a brighter future for all children

• Thank you. You have touched the lives of 
so many.

FREE guide!
Make a gift and reap the benefits

Through a charitable gift annuity, you’ll support Children’s Hospital and Health
System Foundation, receive fixed payments for life and obtain a sizable income
tax deduction – all without having to deal with investment worries or
responsibilities. To learn more, send for our FREE guide, Feel secure in your
retirement years, by returning the enclosed reply card.

Thank you. You have touched the lives of so many.

e cannot say thank you
enough to you and
other generous donors

who have supported our charitable
mission and helped us grow over
the years.

Today, Children’s Hospital is
nationally recognized for the
pediatric health care we provide 
to the children of Wisconsin and
our region. Our advocacy and
education programs serve as a
model to other pediatric care
centers, and our Children’s
Research Institute is globally
renowned for its advances in
treatment and prevention.

Private philanthropy is vital to 
our success. In times of economic
uncertainty, everyone is stretching
more. And it is precisely at this
time that your gift to Children’s
Hospital and Health System does
more. Your charitable donation
supports more essential programs,
eases more heartache, funds 
more critical services and changes
more lives.

It is also a time when knowing 
that your future support will be
there for us is very important. By
providing for Children’s in your will
or estate plan today, you ensure our
children’s health and well-being for

generations. It is a promise of a
healthier future for all children.

To read how gifts from donors 
like you have made an impact,
visit our Web site at
www.chw.org/meetourdonors. Or,
contact Kelly Sachse, planned
giving director, at (414) 266-6121
or toll-free at (888) 543-7233.
Kelly is available to share ideas 
on ways you can take care of your
loved ones while also leaving
behind a legacy of caring for
children.

AA  ggiifftt  aannnnuuiittyy  ooffffeerrss  aa  gguuaarraanntteeeedd
ffiixxeedd  rreettuurrnn  aatt  aattttrraaccttiivvee  rraatteess..

Children’s Hospital and Health
System Foundation follows the gift
annuity rates suggested by the
American Council on Gift
Annuities. 
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Did you know you can make a charitable gift
and at the same time receive income and tax
benefits?

The estate and charitable gift planning section
of our Web site has a wealth of information on
various gifting ideas. You can browse at your
own pace and in the privacy of your home.

• Find out more about gift annuities and 
trusts that make payments to you for life.

• Learn about the benefits of giving life
insurance policies and retirement assets.

• Understand more about ways to set up your
will so the government does not benefit more
than your heirs.

Visit us on the Web

Enjoy visiting us at www.chw.org/plannedgiving. And, if you
have any questions contact Kelly Sachse, the foundation’s
planned giving director. All discussions are confidential and
without obligation.
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Current gift annuity rates*
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hildren’s Hospital is the
home of the Herma Heart
Center, a nationally

recognized center of excellence for
the medical and surgical treatment
of congenital heart defects and
heart disease in children. With
some of the country’s leading
specialists, we’re providing the best
chance for an active, healthy life for
kids like Cassie and her mom, Jenni
(see article above).

Among the largest pediatric
programs in the country, the Herma
Heart Center performs more than
700 cardiothoracic surgeries
annually and has the best published
survival rates worldwide for treating
hypoplastic left heart syndrome, one
of the most complex congenital
heart defects.  

Helping create a brighter future for all children

Naturally, Jim’s death was very
difficult for the family, but Sandy
knows her son was able to live a
very active, happy life that would
serve as a positive inspiration to
kids with heart problems. “Jim
wanted to talk to kids and show
them that they could grow up and
be okay,” said Sandy.

In 1994, Sandy and Eugene
Czosnek established a fund in Jim’s
memory at Children’s and Sandy
became a member of the Guardian
Society. “Jim will always have a
special place in my heart,” said
Sandy. “His share of my estate will
go to the Jim Czosnek Heart Fund.”
Support from the fund puts an
emphasis on patient comfort.
Sandy said that Jim would want to

Continued from cover

Generations of care
give in a way that would make kids
feel better and also help parents.

A generation later, in May of 2006 at
4 weeks old, Sandy’s granddaughter
(Jenni’s daughter), Cassie, was
diagnosed with the same congenital
heart condition as her Uncle Jim.
Jenni and her husband Eric would
only consider Children’s Hospital for
Cassie’s care. Today Cassie is 3 years
old and doing great!

Since 2006, both Cassie and her
mom, Jenni have participated in
Briggs & Al’s Run & Walk for
Children’s Hospital as Children’s
Champions. From the early 1980s,
the family worked together to raise
funds for the run, which has now
become an important annual event
to Sandy’s family. They participate as

Dedicated to providing the best care

Let us know
We realize many of you may have
already remembered Children’s
Hospital and Health System in your
estate plans and, for various reasons,
have chosen not to let us know. To
this visionary group of friends, we’d
like to take this opportunity to
express our gratitude.

If you decide to share your intentions 
with us – so that we can plan with
your future gift in mind – we would
like to say thank you in person. Of
course, we also promise to respect
your wishes to remain anonymous, 
if you so choose.

To learn more about Children’s
Guardian Society, please return 
the enclosed reply card or contact 
Kelly Sachse, planned giving director,
toll-free at (888) 543-7233.  

The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an attorney. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes 
only and are subject to change. References to estate and income tax include federal taxes only. Individual state taxes and/or state law may impact your results.
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a team with the name of “Jim’s
Angels.” Sandy carries a sign with
Jim’s photo and wears his shoes over
her shoulder to ‘bring him with
them.’ She knows he is always
watching over them. In fact, Sandy’s
daughter, Ann (who is a nurse 
at Children’s Hospital in the
Cardiac ICU), planned her 2009
wedding around the event and was
sure to return from her honeymoon
in time to participate!

In 2008, Sandy’s daughter Jenni
returned to Children’s Hospital of
Wisconsin for heart surgery as an
adult because of Children’s expertise
with her heart condition. Sandy said
that Children’s Hospital has become
a part of their family – and we are
absolutely fortunate to welcome this
wonderful family into ours.
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or more than 115 years,
estate gifts have played an
important role in our mission

to provide the very best in patient
care, advocacy, research and education
for the children and families whose
lives we touch.

We gratefully acknowledge the
commitment of our 2009 Guardian
Society members who are helping to
ensure that Children’s Hospital and
Health System will be here for
tomorrow’s children. Their kindness
and foresight is immeasurable.
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Sample bequest
language

“I give and bequeath to Children’s
Hospital and Health System
Foundation, Inc., Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, a not-for-profit
corporation, the sum of $_______*, 
to be used as directed by the Board of
Directors of Children’s Hospital and
Health System, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.” For gifts to benefit a
specific program or purpose, please
give us a call for additional wording.

*Rather than leaving a certain sum,
you can include language that refers
to a percentage of your estate or a
description of securities or property
you wish to give.

Cassie

�
Now, Children’s Hospital is working
beyond immediate heart care with a
focus on the whole child into
adulthood. The Herma Heart
Center is recognized as an
international leader in the use of
technology to monitor the child’s
brain and vital organs during heart
surgery. A comprehensive strategy to
protect the brain is used throughout
patients’ care and has been shown to
improve developmental outcomes
later in life. We are also working on
funding to build a new hybrid
catheterization lab that will advance
our care efforts with less invasive
treatment. 

Our focus is simple. We are
dedicated to providing the best 
and safest care for children with
congenital heart disease.


