
While in their mid-twenties, Nick and Jodi Zerillo made a decision 
to include Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin in their wills. Jodi, who 
grew up in Green Bay, always had an affinity for the hospital. After 
tying the knot and prior to having kids of their own, the Zerillos 
purchased a motorcycle. With this risky purchase as the impetus, 
they began crafting their wills. 

Never would they have predicted 
that years later they would become 
beneficiaries of their own good 
will. In 2006, while in for a 
routine ultrasound, they learned 
that their third child, Angelina, 
had a birth defect. This defect, 
an omphalocele, was causing 
Angelina’s internal organs to grow 
outside her body in a bubble on 
her belly. While discussing their 
options with their physician, they 
posed the question, “What would 
you do if you were in our situation?” 
Their doctor responded, “If it were 
my child, I’d go to Children’s.” Nick 
and Jodi acted upon that advice. 

They met with doctors at 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
and the Fetal Concerns Center, 
who specialize in high-risk 
pregnancies and newborn care. 
They eventually made the decision 
to give birth in Milwaukee, offering 
little Angelina the best chance at 
life. With speedy access to the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU) and medical specialists, 
Angelina resiliently recovered 
from her two corrective surgeries. 
Making Children’s their home 
for six weeks, Nick and Jodi’s 
firsthand experience only solidified 
the decision they had made years 
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ago to designate Children’s in 
their wills. Today, Angelina is a 
six-year-old spitfire, who loves to 
play softball with her older sisters 
Gabriela (11) and Sophia (10).

Surrounded by women, Nick, as the 
only man in the Zerillo house, has 
learned to focus on what’s important 
in life. He’s cherishing the small 
moments each day, taking part in 
impromptu tea parties and coaching 
his girls in softball. As Nick 
explains, “Count your blessings 
and think about how you can pay it 
forward. Take a moment to reflect 
on how you can give back.” 

The Zerillos continue to show their 
generosity, giving of their time, 
offering support as volunteer peer 
counselors to other families at 
Children’s facing similar situations.

Nick and Jodi Zerillo included Children’s in their 
wills long before their firsthand experience in our 
NICU when their daughter, Angelina, was born. 



All are famous individuals whose lives ended 
prematurely without warning. Their tragedies serve 
as reminders that it is never too early to plan. In 
fact, there may be no better time than now, while 
the idea is fresh in your mind, to plan for your future. 
One of the most important ways to do that is through 
your will.

To help you get started, here are a few commonly 
asked questions about wills along with their answers.  

    What happens if I die without a will?
      More than half of all Americans die without a 
will – the legal term for this is intestate. If you fall 
in this category, you have no say over who receives 
your assets at your death. Loved ones, friends and 
organizations dear to you may receive nothing. 

If you die without a will, your assets are distributed 
according to the state laws where you lived at the time 
of your death. Laws vary from state to state, but no 
state provides for a portion of an intestate estate to go 
to charity.

Following state law, the court will appoint someone to 
administer your estate and decide how your assets will 
be distributed. 

    Who will inherit my assets?
       Most states look first to the spouse and children 
of the deceased. Other blood relatives may also inherit 
in the absence of a spouse or living children.

    Do I really 
need an 
attorney to 
create a will?
     Yes. Your will 
is likely the single 
most important 
document you’ll ever 
create. You’ve worked 
your entire life to build a 
legacy, so it makes sense that 
you have opinions about how your assets are distributed. 
Why leave anything to chance? A legally valid will 
prepared by a qualified professional may save your loved 
ones some major headaches down the road.

    I don’t have an attorney. How do I find one?
       Seek out recommendations from family, friends 
and co-workers. You can also seek referrals from a 
local bar association, estate planning council or the 
American Bar Association’s Internet lawyer referral 
service: www.abanet.org. We also have a list of estate 
planning attorneys we have worked with in the past 
that we are happy to share with you.

Still have questions? 
Many of us want to leave a lasting mark on the world. 
A gift in your will is a perfect way to do so and we’re 
here to help. To learn more about creating a will or how 
you can remember Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
with a gift in your will, please contact Kelly Sachse at 
ksachse@chw.org or (888) 543-7233. 
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What do Abraham Lincoln, Princess Diana, John F. Kennedy Jr., 
professional golfer Payne Stewart and NFL quarterback Steve McNair 
have in common? 
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Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin operates the only 
Level IV NICU in the state. The depth and breadth of 

staff specialization is one reason why our NICU stands 
out. From skilled neonatologists to compassionate advanced 

practice nurses trained in the science of preemie care, our team takes 
a comprehensive approach and are experts in comforting entire families.

Providing exceptional care for more than 700 infants each year, our NICU 
provides hope to preemies and babies with the most complex health problems. 
Our Preemie and Newborn Care is ranked #1 in the nation by Parents 
magazine, truly providing the best fetal and newborn care to families state- 
and region-wide!

But the best always can be better. Donor investment in our newborn and 
fetal care services impacts not only initial survival, but long-term wellness, 
as well. These are the most fragile infants who count on the care they 
receive at Children’s Hospital so they can grow up to be strong, healthy 
kids. With your help we can continue to provide the best care close to 
home for our tiniest patients and their families.

The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an attorney. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes 
only and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.

When a child is born and complications arise, Children’s 
Hospital of Wisconsin is the best place for newborns 

from Wisconsin and beyond to receive specialized 
care. When our tiniest patients need immediate 
medical attention, our state-of-the-art Neonatal 
Intensive Care Units (NICUs) in Milwaukee and in 
Neenah provide the best care possible.

Newborn and Fetal Care at  
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin is ranked #1.

Parents magazine ranked us #1 in the nation
in its Best Children’s Hospital survey.

Little lives. Big results: 
healing newborns in the NICU

Join us  
for Al’s Run  
on Sept. 14!

Don’t miss Southeast 
Wisconsin’s premiere charity 
run and walk! 

Join over 13,000 participants 
from across the Midwest as 
we run and walk to celebrate 
the lives of the children we 
serve while raising money for 
the care we provide. 

Now in its 36th year, Briggs & 
Al’s Run & Walk for Children’s 
Hospital has raised more 
than $14 million to support 
our hospital. We could not 
accomplish this without 
people just like you.

Whether you attend, 
volunteer or contribute with 
a thoughtful donation, your 
involvement helps us to 
provide the best care for 
children. For more information 
or to donate today, visit us  
at www.alsrun.com.

A gift of even a small percentage of your 
estate can make a big difference for kids. 
Contact Kelly Sachse at ksachse@chw.org 
or toll-free at (888) 543-7233 to learn more.
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Please write to us at our address if you wish to have your name removed from the list to 
receive future fundraising requests to support Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.

Kelly Sachse
Senior Planned Giving Director

Members of our Planned Giving Council
We thank the following professionals who graciously volunteer their time and talent:

Combining estate, financial and tax planning goals with charitable giving 
intentions can be confusing. That’s one reason why Children’s Hospital of 

Wisconsin Foundation established the Planned Giving Council.

Helping to ensure  
our future and yours

Comprised of financial and 
estate planning professionals, 

council members volunteer their time 
and expertise to provide donors, friends and other 
professional advisors with information about a wide 

range of gift planning options. Through seminars 
and other educational opportunities, members 
address ways to assure your financial needs while 
investing in Children’s Hospital programs that 
enhance the well-being of children.


