
How does one describe a woman  
who spent her entire career teaching first 
graders, whose love of kids led her and 
her late husband, Franklin, to arrange for 
a gift to Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
in their estate plans? How about Mrs. 
Wonderful? It’s an endearing nickname 
that Carol Kling embodies. 

Carol and Franklin grew up in 
the Milwaukee area and shared a 
love of music and travel. They met 
while singing with the Milwaukee 
Choristers and enjoyed traveling the 
world to exciting places. As Carol 
settled into teaching, she quickly 
became accustomed to engaging a 
classroom of roughly 35 six-year-
olds. She patiently answered their 
curious questions and taught them 
with love. She has fond memories 
of her years nurturing kids at 
such a formative age. As a first 
grade teacher, Carol was doing the 
teaching, but as it is with kids, many 
times she was the one learning.

Identifying completely with our 
mission of keeping kids healthy, 
making a gift to Children’s both 
annually and through their estate 
was a clear choice for Carol and 
Franklin. “Although we never had 
children of our own, we always 
loved and respected the mission  
of Children’s. We wanted to leave 
a legacy with our gift to help 
others,” Carol said.

As a lifelong educator, Carol has 
continued to not only support the 
hospital financially, and remains 
an informed donor. “I enjoy staying 
involved with the work happening 
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at Children’s. As an educator, I’m 
fascinated by what Children’s is 
able to accomplish,” said Carol.

It has been said that the best 
teachers teach from the heart, not 
the book. If actions are the way in 
which one truly teaches a lesson, 
it’s clear that Carol’s lessons will 
continue to inspire others. 

Carol’s love and foresight as a donor 
will continue to help kids cared for 
by Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
for years to come. 

Now that’s truly wonderful.

Carol Kling and her late husband, Franklin, arranged a gift  
to Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin in their estate plans.

Download your free kit today!
Visit www.chw.org/plannedgiving for your very own estate planning kit.



As a Level IV Unit, offering the highest degree 
of specialized care available, our NICU team is 
dedicated to caring for critically ill infants. And 
now, to make the care experience even better, we 
are renovating our NICU to provide individual 
private rooms for our patients and their families. 
Research studies have proven that private NICU 
rooms lead to better health outcomes for infants, 
while also providing a more positive experience for 
families. Private rooms enhance each infant’s ability 
to heal and grow, and for families to bond.

The rooms in the expanded NICU will be larger 
to accommodate high-tech monitoring devices, 

electronic medical records and other lifesaving 
equipment. The NICU will be located in close 
proximity to the birth center and our surgical suites, 
and will also offer a nutrition room and milk kitchen. 
Most importantly, the renovated space will provide  
an environment to meet the needs of our most 
fragile infants with complex conditions.

This new space will increase the capacity of our 
NICU to 70 rooms from the current 43 and will 
allow us to better provide integrated, wraparound 
care. The expansion is slated to begin this summer 
and continue into 2016. Much of this progress is 
possible only because of donor support. Thank you!
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The Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin was ranked #1 in the nation 
by Parents magazine! We are honored by this recognition of our clinical excellence and are 
committed to sustaining this superior level of care for our smallest patients and their families.

The best care gets even better
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Renovations to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) 
will provide private rooms for infants and their families.  



The tax bite
When your retirement plans are passed to your loved ones, they become 
subject to income taxes. This could whittle away up to 39.6 percent of the 
value of your heirs’ inheritance. If your estate is subject to estate taxes, even 
more could be lost.

Preserve your retirement account value
Leaving your retirement plan assets to Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
after your lifetime eliminates any income or estate taxes. This means that 
we can put the full value of your retirement assets to good work supporting 
our mission of having the healthiest kids. 

How to name us as beneficiary of your retirement plan
Changing your beneficiary designations is surprisingly straightforward and 
relatively hassle-free. Simply contact your retirement plan administrator for 
a change-of-beneficiary form and name Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, 
along with the percentage you choose and return it to your administrator.  

By leaving your retirement plan to a charity like Children’s, you can feel good 
knowing that you are helping to make a difference in a manner that puts your 
hard-earned dollars to work, while not placing a large tax burden on your loved 
ones. For more information on the benefits of leaving a percentage of your 
retirement plan to Children’s visit www.chw.org/retirement.

The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an attorney. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes 
only and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.

Retirement plans are excellent vehicles for accumulating assets 
for retirement, but they are terrible for transferring wealth to others. 
After you’re gone, your loved ones may find their inheritance 
seriously depleted by taxes. Naming a tax-exempt charity like 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, however, eliminates these tax hits.

Your retirement plan may be 
worth more than you know

Even a  
small 
percentage 
matters

Compare the tax 
consequences
Retirement account left to  
a loved one vs. Children’s  
Hospital of Wisconsin

Retirement plan beneficiary Loved one Children’s Hospital   
                                        of Wisconsin

Retirement plan value before taxes                   $100,000                           $100,000
Federal income taxes*                                        -$35,000                                     $0
Net to beneficiary after taxes                               $65,000                           $100,000

*Based on a 35 percent marginal income tax bracket. Federal estate taxes and applicable state 
income and death taxes could further reduce the amount available to heirs.

A gift of even a small 

percentage of your estate 

can make a big difference. 

Contact Kelly Sachse at 

ksachse@chw.org or  

toll-free at (888) 543-7233  

to learn more.

You can make a big 

difference with little 

effort by designating us 

as a beneficiary of your 

retirement plan assets, life 

insurance or insurance 

annuities. Learn more by 

requesting our free guide, 

The 3 easiest ways to leave 

your legacy, by returning 

the enclosed reply card.

FREE guide!



Andrew F. and Edith M. Bell 
 Perpetual Trust
Lieselott Buettner
John C. Cleaver Trust
Harry L. Cook
Marian M. Corby
Selma Crivello
Helen M. Cudahy Trust
Geraldine Doerr 
Margaret Gotz Endowment Fund
Helen Trane Hood Charitable Trust

Anna Marie Horick
Helen Way Klinger Charitable Foundation
Carol Lumley
Bernice L. Mantz
Lawrence F. Marty Charitable Trust
Frances Belle Matte
Ethel Parrott
Isabel Schendel – Robert and Josephine   
 Pieper Trust
Constance C. Squire
Bernice B. Ward

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation
MS 3050 • PO Box 1997 • Milwaukee, WI 53201-1997

(414) 266-6121 • (888) 543-7233 • www.chw.org/plannedgiving

Please write to us at our address if you wish to have your name removed from the list to 
receive future fundraising requests to support Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.

Kelly Sachse
Senior Planned Giving Director

From the beginning, we have depended on the generosity of others to 
help us care for kids. And although people give for different reasons, 
their love of children has always been a central theme. The return on 
their investment in the hospital’s future is healthier children, with brighter 
futures – generation after generation.

Special donors remember the children

This past year, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin was blessed with estate gifts 
from many caring individuals:

•  A WWII Navy veteran who provided unrestricted support for ill young children
•  A man who wanted to make a difference in the lives of children in his community
•  A proud mother of four who loved all animals and nature
•  A woman who gave to help find a cure for childhood cancer
•  A couple who moved away, but stayed connected over the years to their home 

state of Wisconsin

It is because of 

people like you 

that our mission 

to help children 

is possible. We 

appreciate your 

thoughtfulness 

and want you 

to know that no 

matter the size  

of your gift,  

you are making  

a difference  

in the lives of 

countless children.

Thank 
you.

We are honored to acknowledge our 2013 estate donors:


