
Conscientious planning. These two words fittingly describe both 
Bruce and Karen Polzin. When Bruce and Karen first experienced 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, it was apparent to them that 
Children’s takes conscientious planning to heart. 

As the Polzins took their first tour 
of the hospital, they were impressed 
with the diligent attention to detail 
proactively taken when designing 
patient rooms. The breadth of care 
available and the intense focus 
on making a family comfortable 
in challenging times left quite a 
mark on the couple. They were 
so impressed with the hospital’s 
strategic thought process that they 
decided to make a strategic move 
of their own – naming Children’s 
Hospital as a substantial beneficiary 

of their estate.

Wisconsin 
natives with 
a passion for 
world travel, 
the Polzins 
have traversed 
the globe. 

As they packed 
and unpacked 
their suitcases, 

embarking 
on exciting 
adventures, 
occasionally 

worst-case scenarios would pop into 
their thoughts. Traveling together, 
if something were to happen to 
both of them, with no children to 
automatically inherit assets, they 
wanted to be sure their wishes were 
written down and could be carried 
out according to plan. 

The Polzins began their estate 
planning process to ensure 
they had peace of mind while 
traveling. According to Karen, 
“Nothing’s impossible, really, if 
you plan ahead. There’s power in 
proactivity.” When planning for 
the future, the next generation 
naturally came to mind. As the 
place where sick kids in Wisconsin 
heal best, Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin caught their attention. 

“We wanted to be a part of 
it, helping out where we can. 
Knowing our gifts would help 
children, who are truly our future, 
was important to us,” said Karen.

Inspired by their fathers, who 
battled heart issues and leukemia, 

First on the itinerary: 
helping kids
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it is fitting that the Polzins have 
designated a portion of their estate 
to benefit the heart and cancer 
programs at Children’s Hospital. 
Equally fitting, as Karen has 
dealt with back problems from a 
young age, a portion of their gift 
will support orthopedic care at 
Children’s Hospital. 

While traveling is a passion for Bruce 
and Karen, Wisconsin remains 
home. Inspired by the home away 
from home that Children’s Hospital 
becomes for patients, they are proud 
to share in our vision of Wisconsin’s 
kids being the healthiest in the 
nation. Their thoughtful foresight 
and philanthropic planning will 
indeed help us achieve this vision in 
the future.

Bruce and Karen Polzin made  
a lasting commitment to support  
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.



The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders at Children’s Hospital is 
among the largest and most experienced in the nation that specializes in the 
treatment of kids. Earlier this year, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin was 
ranked #4 in the nation by Parents magazine. Our cancer care 
specialty was ranked in the top 10. With a compassionate 
team of physicians, scientists, nurses, psychologists 
and research coordinators, our caregivers have 
access to key resources and knowledge from 
related disciplines, ably providing incredibly 
personalized, comprehensive and efficient care.

In 2011, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin was 
designated as a Phase 1 & Pilot Consortium 
Center by Children’s Oncology Group, allowing 
us to explore new therapies for some of the most 
difficult types of cancer and blood disorders. Children’s 
Hospital is the only pediatric hospital in the state with this 
designation – an award given to just 21 centers nationwide. 

This designation has allowed our young patients to benefit from clinical 
research trials exploring new therapies for childhood cancer. More than 80% 
of our cancer patients are enrolled in a clinical trial and more than 60% are 
enrolled in two or more. Our ability to offer the newest therapies inspires hope 
and tremendously lessens the burden on a family who might otherwise need 
to travel for their child’s greatest chance at survival. The sickest kids are able 
to remain right here, healing close to home.

When children are fighting one of the toughest battles of their 
lives, parents take comfort in knowing that the multidisciplinary 
team at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin is with them fighting every 
step of the way. 

Finding comfort and a cure

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin is ranked #4.
Parents magazine ranked us #4 in the nation

in its Best Children’s Hospital survey.
Three surveys in a row, every time a winner.

In our FREE 
guide, The top 
6 questions 
to ask your 
estate planning 
attorney, you 
will learn what 
needs to be 

discussed in order to 
have the best possible 
estate plan. This guide 
will prepare you to meet 
with your attorney and 
ultimately help you 
secure your future with 
a well-crafted estate 
plan. Return the reply 
card to receive your 
complimentary copy.

the key questions 
to ask when 
making your 
estate plan

Discover



There are two key benefits to 
including a bequest in your will  
or trust:
▪ You can change your mind 

at any time. Since this type 
of gift does not take effect 
until after your lifetime, you 
have the opportunity to revise 
your wishes at any time while 
you are alive. Plus, since 
you’re not actually parting 
with assets today, this lets you 
balance your generosity with 
your concerns about living 
expenses, future medical costs 
and loved ones.

▪ You can be flexible in your 
commitment. Most people 
do not know what the exact 
size of their estate will be in 
the future. Making a gift to us 
by using a percentage amount 
can be a more appropriate 

The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an attorney. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes 
only and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.
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way to divide your assets. It 
allows you to support our young 
patients at Children’s Hospital 
and your loved ones in relative 
proportion.

A survey of Americans revealed 
the majority welcomed the idea of 
sharing a piece of their inheritance 
with a nonprofit organization like 
Children’s Hospital. Of the adults 
surveyed, 72% felt it was reasonable 
to designate 5–10% to charity.* 
When you are making your plans 
for the future, keep in mind that 
even a small percentage can have a 
significant impact on the health and 
well-being of our children.

If you have already included a 
bequest to Children’s Hospital 
in your estate, please let us know 
by contacting us or returning the 

enclosed reply card. That way we 
can ensure your gift will be used 
exactly as you intend. Plus, it 
would be our honor to thank you 
for your thoughtful gift. Of course, 
we will respect any wishes you 
may have for anonymity.

Did you know that in addition to passing assets to loved ones, your 
will or living trust also can be used to define your legacy through 
support of your favorite charities? When you leave a bequest to 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, you join a special group of people 
who have helped make possible some of our most important care 
advances for kids.

A family-first approach  
to charitable giving
Extend your impact with a bequest

A gift of even a small percentage 
of your estate can make a big 
difference. Contact Kelly Sachse 
at ksachse@chw.org or toll-free at 
(888) 543-7233 to learn more.

*“Stelter Donor Insight Report”
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Please write to us at our address if you wish to have your name removed from the list to 
receive future fundraising requests to support Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.

Kelly Sachse
Senior Planned Giving Director

▪ A selfless and loving domestic worker who left almost her entire 
estate to help children with special needs

▪ A generous couple who simply cared about the well-being of 
children with cancer

▪ An art teacher who gave the majority of her estate to charities 
that help children

▪ A World War II Navy veteran who provided unrestricted support 
for ill young children

▪ A couple who established a trust to benefit countless children 
they would never know

We are honored to acknowledge our 2012 estate donors:

Are you 70½ or older? 
Congress reinstated a law that 
allows you to make a gift of any 
amount up to $100,000 from 
your IRA directly to a qualified 
charity such as Children’s 
Hospital of Wisconsin without 
having to pay income taxes on 
the money. Known as the IRA 
charitable rollover, this law 
has been extended to the end 
of 2013. Contact Kelly Sachse 
today for details.
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From the beginning, we have depended on the generosity of others 
to help us care for kids. And although people give for different 
reasons, their love of children has always been a central theme. This 
past year, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin was blessed with estate 
gifts from many caring individuals:

Special donors  
remember the children

this tax-free  
opportunity
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