
“A society grows great when old men plant 
trees whose shade they know they shall 
never sit in.” – Greek proverb 

At Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, we often think 
of that saying when we think of our Guardian readers. 
You have a real vision for the world you want to help 
create for future generations of children. 

Brian Warnecke is one who delights in planting those 
trees, investing in a time we may never see. Brian chose 
to include Children’s Research Institute in his estate 
plan, to help doctors solve the riddles that currently 
prevent sick children from healing, or surviving.

Brian’s relationship with Children’s Hospital came 
about through his volunteer work at the Ronald 
McDonald House. Some 20 years ago, Brian’s 
supervisor suggested he take advantage of his 
company’s volunteer program, giving back to the 
community during work hours. “That changed my 
thinking about volunteering,” Brian says. “I realized 
that you just build it into your schedule.” 

Brian’s assignment was to drive the van that shuttles 
families to and from the hospital, and he quickly got 
to know some of the kids being treated at Children’s 
for complex conditions. He met kids like Nicholas 
Volker, whose baffling illness led doctors at 
Children’s Hospital to sequence his DNA in search 

of answers. It was the first time doctors had done 
that, and it made headlines around the world. 

Brian was inspired, and started asking questions 
about research taking place at Children’s. When he 
met Martin J. Hessner, PhD., who is trying to cure 
childhood diabetes, Brian’s decision was made. “Hearing 
more about research convinced me this is where the 
money’s got to go,” he says. “We’ve got to find solutions 
to childhood diseases.”

Brian tells us that it was easy to make the arrangements, 
and he recommends that other would-be donors talk  
with their financial advisor or estate attorney for direction.  
He also tells us that his gift comes with a built-in sense 
of satisfaction: “It makes me feel secure in the knowledge 
that I am going to leave something behind that benefits 
everyone, particularly kids. There’s satisfaction that it’s 
done – my wishes are going to come true sometime in the 
future. When I am gone, I can’t volunteer anymore, but I 
can help this way.” Brian’s original good deed has evolved 
into decades of service and a meaningful legacy.

An investment in “futures” 
that can’t be beat, this  
volunteer’s gift will support 
research for kids
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Brian Warnecke included Children’s Research Institute in his 
estate plan to help sick children.



 
 

PICTURE OF LILY

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin has always been an 
excellent pediatric hospital – an invaluable asset to 
the community. But in 2003, with the opening of the 
Children’s Research Institute, Children’s went from 
excellent to outstanding. Top pediatric hospitals with 
research capabilities attract the best doctors, establish  
the best care, invest in the best technologies, and offer  
the best outcomes. 

Imagine a child you love has a condition that doctors 
can’t diagnose. If they can’t diagnose it, they can’t treat it. 
Imagine every test returns a negative result, but the child is 
still sick. Imagine hearing the doctor say: “We don’t know.”

Now imagine the doctor saying: “We haven’t seen this 
before. But here’s how we’re solving the puzzle...”

That’s the difference research makes. Children’s Research 
Institute takes discoveries from the laboratory bench to 
the patient’s bedside, making a real impact on improving 
quality of life for children with chronic health conditions 
through studies like these:

•  Genome sequencing to help find diagnoses and  
begin treatment

•  Predicting heart transplant rejection with a simple  
blood test

•  Training bone marrow cells to kill cancer cells
•  Understanding the genetics of cancer
•  Preventing fatal pulmonary hypertension in newborns

Have you already included or are you considering including 
Children’s Hospital in your will or trust? Our cover story 
features Brian Warnecke, who decided to entrust his estate 
gift to Children’s Research Institute. Brian has a vision 
for a future that includes cures for diseases like childhood 
diabetes and cancer. With the help of supporters like you 
and Brian, our researchers can continue taking discoveries 
from the laboratory and converting them to new therapies – 
with a big dose of hope – for our young patients.

Children’s Research Institute: 
Investing in what’s possible
When your work is the health and well being of children, 
the difference between excellent and outstanding 
matters a great deal.

Learn more at  
www.chw.org/research. 

“ Genomics is 

the practice of medicine at 

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin. 

Research at the Children’s 

Research Institute and the 

philanthropy that supports it is 

powering that transformation.” 

– DAVID BICK, M.D., GENOMICS

transforming 
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Having a will or living trust allows you to protect and benefit the 
people you love most, even after you’re gone. What you may not 
realize is that these documents also offer an opportunity to continue 
your support of organizations like Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin well 
into the future. 

Curious how it works? Here are a 
couple of common questions along 
with helpful answers.

Q. How do I make my gift?
A. The process of including 
Children’s Hospital in your will 
or trust is easy. When you meet 
with your estate attorney to create 
your will, they can use the bequest 
wording found on the back of the 
enclosed response card when drafting 
a gift to Children’s. If you already 
have a will, your attorney can draft a 
simple codicil or amendment to add  
a gift to Children’s.

Q. What are the benefits?
A. •   You can leave assets without 

worrying about whether you will 
need them to live on, because 
you won’t actually be giving them 
away until after your lifetime.

•   There are a number of ways to 
make your gift – you can give 
a specific item, an amount of 
money, a gift contingent upon 
certain events or a percentage  
of your estate.

•   Your estate is entitled to an 
unlimited estate tax charitable 
deduction for gifts to Children’s 
Hospital.

Have you already included or 
are you considering including 
Children’s Hospital in your will or 
trust? Please let us know by returning 
the enclosed response card today 
or contacting Kelly Sachse at  
(414) 266-6121 or ksachse@chw.org.

 
 

Learn more in  

our FREE guide
Return the enclosed 

response card to 

receive Extend your 

impact today. You’ll find 

additional details that will 

help you decide whether 

a gift in your will or trust 

is right for you. Act now 

because we have a 

limited supply!

Remember us in your  
will or living trust 

Explore ways you can support 
the future of our kids by visiting 
our website at www.chw.org/
plannedgiving.



◆ Frieda R. Baxter
◆  Andrew F. and Edith M. Bell 

Perpetual Trust
◆ Father Joseph L. Bestler
◆ Marian M. Corby
◆ Helen M. Cudahy Trust
◆ Margaret Gotz Endowment Fund
◆ Marjorie F. Healy
◆ Helen Trane Hood Charitable Trust
◆ Helen A. Jackovich

◆ Kathryn A. Joys
◆  Helen Way Klinger  

Charitable Foundation
◆ Marion H. Martin
◆ Lawrence F. Marty Charitable Trust
◆  Isabel Schendel - Robert and 

Josephine Pieper Trust
◆  Peter Smith
◆  Donald R. Uecke

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation
MS 3050 • PO Box 1997 • Milwaukee, WI 53201-1997

(414) 266-6121 • (888) 543-7233 • www.chw.org/plannedgiving

Please write to us at our address if you wish to have your name removed from the list to 
receive future fundraising requests to support Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.

Kelly Sachse
Senior Planned Giving Director

Donors help enhance  
the future of our children

3 quick  
actions  
to take 
today Since the founding of Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin in 1894, we have 

depended on the generosity of others to help us care for kids. And 
although people give for different reasons, their love of children has always 
been a central theme. The return on their investment in the hospital’s future 
is healthier children, with brighter futures – generation after generation.

This past year, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin was blessed with estate gifts from 
many caring individuals:

•  an only child married to the love of her life for over three decades, who admired 
the work of Children’s Service Society; 

•  an avid reader, traveler and all-year-round outdoorsman, who really cared 
about kids

•  a dedicated mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and community volunteer 
who wanted to better the lives of children suffering from abuse; 

•  a courageous woman who battled diabetes for most of her life and gave to 
research to help kids dealing with the same disease; 

•  a quiet woman who lived a very modest lifestyle and volunteered at the hospital 
for 16 years, who wanted to help our tiniest patients thrive.

We are honored to acknowledge our 2014 estate donors: 

recycled paper

Contact Kelly 

Sachse with any 

questions you  

may have about 

using your estate 

plan to support  

Children’s Hospital. 

 

Return the enclosed 

response card to 

request our FREE 

guide on giving 

through your will  

or trust.

Visit www.chw.org/

plannedgiving for 

helpful gift and 

estate planning tips.
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