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“You never know when you are going to need this 

place. But when you need it, you are exactly where 

you are supposed to be.” 

For Marc Daniloff, that time was February 2013, 

when his 15-year-old daughter, Audra, developed 

a high, unexplained fever. She and her dance team 

brought home a trophy at the state championships 

that weekend, but the fever persisted. Suspecting 

mono, her doctor took a blood test and found 

something more alarming: a very low blood cell 

count. “Go to the Children’s ER,” he said. “Go now.” 

When they reached Children’s Hospital of 

Wisconsin, Audra was in shock and nearly septic. 

Eleven days later, her medical team – including 

Drs. James Casper, Julie Talano, and David 

Margolis – determined that she had secondary 

hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis (HLH), a 

life-threatening blood cancer. 

“That quick diagnosis alone was a miracle for 

such a rare disease,” Marc said. “A late diagnosis 

can mean major organ damage and a lifetime of 

complications. If undiagnosed in eight weeks, you 

will die.” 

But Audra was lucky – and her doctors were skilled. 

It took some time, but they hit upon the right 

combination of medications to beat her HLH. By 

St. Patrick’s Day, Audra was cleared to go home.  

She returned to school just a few months later, on 

her 16th birthday. 

This life-changing experience compelled Marc to 

include Children’s in his estate plan. “It was an easy 

decision,” he said. “I don’t know if people really 

understand how blessed we are to have this place. 

Marc Daniloff and his daughter, Audra, felt blessed to be in the “right 
place” during her battle with a rare form of cancer. Pictured in 2013 
with Brigid Gilmore (left), a nurse in the hematology, oncology, and 
transplant unit. 
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Supporting kids battling 
cancer and blood disorders 
during and after treatment

The MACC Fund Center at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 

provides compassionate, comprehensive care for kids battling 

cancer and blood disorders. As a leader in treating the most 

common to the most complex conditions, we always aim to 

deliver the most advanced and best care options to more than 

3,000 children each year. The care providers in the MACC Fund 

Center constantly study the causes, treatments, side effects, and 

long-term outcomes of cancer and blood disorders. 

Our specialists know that cancer in children, adolescents, and 

young adults is different from adult cancer in how it develops, 

how patients handle treatment, and how it impacts the health 

and well-being of patients in the future. That’s why Children’s 

works closely with children and their entire families to support 

them throughout the process. 

This year, we started the MACC Fund Center inpatient unit 

renovation, having secured more than $1 million in donor 

funding to fully support the project. Updates include a family 

lounge, teen and activity center, and an end-of-life inpatient 

suite. Later this year, we will begin construction on a school-

aged playroom and bigger and better laundry facilities for our 

families – all with the aim of creating a physical environment 

that supports kids and families during very difficult days.

After treatment concludes, survivors and their families can meet 

with a team of Children’s specialists as part of our Next Steps 

Program and learn about issues faced by survivors of childhood 

cancer and bone marrow transplants. The program connects 

families to resources that help them monitor and manage 

these related health problems. Children’s is the only health care 

provider in Wisconsin offering the kind of critical survivorship 

services available through the Next Steps Program, and they  

are more important than ever as the survivor population grows. 

Thanks to donor investment, we are able to provide critical 

programs and services to help these courageous kids –  

both saving lives and ensuring quality of life during and  

after treatment. 

©  Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation 
and The Stelter Company | The information 
in this publication is not intended as legal or 
tax advice. For such advice, please consult 
an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in 
examples are for hypothetical purposes only 
and are subject to change. References to 
estate and income taxes include federal taxes 
only. State income/estate taxes or state law 
may impact your results.

Free family 
resource 

Losing you in the future 

will be devastating and 

stressful for your loved 

ones. Learn how making 

decisions now will help 

to ease their pain in our 

new guide Give your 

family the gift of peace 

of mind. Return the 

enclosed response card 

to request your copy. 
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There’s something amazing going 

on over there.”

That “something amazing” shines 

through in seemingly small 

things, like the friendly valet 

parking service, or the education 

coordinator who made sure 

that Audra could keep up at 

school from the hospital. “That 

combination, that whole package, 

was what made the experience 

incredible,” he said. 

“Oh, yeah – and that little minor 

detail of them saving her life.”

Before Audra was sick, Marc 

remembers being moved by 

a story he heard on Miracle 

Marathon, the annual 36-hour 

radiothon featuring Children’s 

patients and staff, and making 

a spontaneous donation. “I was 

blessed with a healthy daughter,” 

he said. “I had no idea what was 

coming. But when the storm hit, 

Children’s was there.” 

With his planned gift, Marc is 

thinking of the past and the 

future. “My daughter’s life was 

saved because someone in the 

past donated money that funded 

experimental research that led to 

clinical trials and to new treatments 

for a very rare disease. I am just 

paying it forward so that some dad 

in the future will not have to go 

through what I went through.” 

Audra, now 20, attends Edgewood 

College in Madison and plans to 

become a child life specialist. She 

and Marc find many opportunities 

to give their time – and share  

their story – to benefit Children’s.  

For Marc, joining the Guardian  

Society has been one of the  

most meaningful ways to make  

a difference.

“You can sit on the sidelines and 

wish the game was going better,” 

he said. “Or you can get in the 

game and give all you can to win.  

I am a fan of getting in the game.” 

We realize the importance of providing for 

family and other loved ones after you’re gone, 

and supporting Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 

doesn’t mean they’ll be forgotten. If your 

retirement savings or life insurance policy is part 

of your inheritance plan, there’s an easy way to 

benefit both your heirs and Children’s.   

You can split your retirement plan assets or life 

insurance policy among your heirs and designate 

a percentage to support your favorite charitable 

organizations, like Children’s. By dividing up your 

assets into percentages, you can support your 

loved ones AND our mission.

The gift that puts family first

Contact Kelly Sachse at (414) 266-6121 or ksachse@chw.org today if you have questions about naming us as a beneficiary. 
If you’ve already named Children’s Hospital as a beneficiary, let us know so that we can thank you for your generosity.

Make your gift in 3 easy steps

1.  Contact the administrator of your 
retirement account or insurance policy and 
request a change-of-beneficiary form. 

2.  Decide what percentage of the account or 
policy’s value you wish to give Children’s 
and name us, along with the stated 
percentage, on the beneficiary form.

3.  Return the form to your plan administrator 
or insurance company.

BONUS: You can specify that your gift to 

Children’s be given in honor of someone dear 

to you, leaving a legacy that ensures that your 

loved one’s memory endures for years to come.
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Members of our Planned Giving Council
We thank the following professionals who graciously volunteer their time and expertise:

Combining estate, financial 

and tax planning goals with 

charitable giving intentions can 

be confusing. That’s one reason 

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 

Foundation created the Planned 

Giving Council many years ago.

Council members are 

financial and estate planning 

professionals who volunteer 

their time and expertise to 

provide donors, friends, and 

other professional advisors 

with information about a wide 

range of gift planning options. 

Through seminars and other 

educational opportunities, 

Council members address ways 

donors can provide for their 

families, while at the same time 

investing in Children’s Hospital 

programs that enhance the 

well-being of children.


