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Patricia Obletz had the future in mind when 

she included Children’s Psychiatry and 

Behavioral Medicine in her estate planning. 

“Good mental health prepares us for life’s 

challenges,” Patricia said. “If your mind is 

okay, you can handle just about anything.” 

For Patricia, this resilience was the best 

legacy she could leave tomorrow’s children. 

Patricia’s commitment to Children’s in many 

ways reflects her personal history. Her own 

experience with bipolar disorder prompted 

her to help kids who struggle with mental 

health. “I wish someone had recognized my 

illness sooner,” she said. A prolific artist, she 

is also leaving Children’s a collection of her 

own paintings, a gift-in-kind that puts her 

lifelong creativity to compassionate use. 

Patricia’s relationship with Children’s began 

soon after she moved to Milwaukee in 

2004. A dedicated mental health activist, 

she wanted to direct her energies to a local 

cause, and she reached out to Children’s. 

Soon, she joined the Psychiatry Advocacy 

Committee and connected with Robert 

Chayer, MD, and Tracy Oerter, MS, whose 

goals of integrating mental health services 

with other medical care, and improving 

access, resonated with her. Over the years, 

these relationships cemented her decision to 

include Children’s in her will. 

For Patricia, an integrated approach to 

behavioral health reduces stigma and raises 

awareness. Simply providing physical and 

mental health services under the same roof, 

as Children’s does, makes it more likely kids 

Patricia Obletz sees the far-reaching impact of a gift  
to Children’s.

An artist and activist  
invests in the future
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Expanding behavioral 
health services  
for Wisconsin’s children

Mental health can have a serious impact on a child’s 

social and emotional health. Poorly managed mental 

health is also associated with the prevalence and 

progression of chronic diseases, including diabetes, 

heart disease, and cancer. And for children living with a 

mental health condition in Wisconsin – rated 44th in the 

nation for youth mental health* – many cannot access 

the care they need due to high rates of mental illness 

and low access to care. 

As the need for behavioral health services in Wisconsin 

continues to grow, Children’s is working to integrate 

services and improve access for kids suffering from 

psychiatric disorders. Through our Psychiatry and 

Behavioral Medicine Center, Community Service Child 

and Family Counseling locations, primary care clinics, 

and school-based mental health locations, providers 

work with children and their families to diagnose and 

treat a wide range of conditions and improve kids’ 

social and emotional health. 

Our Child Psychiatry Consultation Program, which 

started as a donor-funded pilot project, addresses the 

statewide shortage of behavioral health providers by 

offering primary care providers access to expert pediatric 

psychiatric education and consultation services. This 

gives children and adolescents the option to be treated in 

their primary care medical home instead of waiting to see 

a child psychiatrist for their behavioral health needs. The 

success of this program has led to its expansion, and we 

are working to continue this growth so that consultation 

services will be available across the state.

Philanthropic support is critical to our efforts to 

improve access for the many children and families 

suffering from mental health issues. Your generous 

investment allows us to meet the needs of kids and 

families in the community and improve the well-being 

of children for future generations. Thank you.

* Source: WisKids Count Policy Brief, Spring 2016, the Wisconsin  
Council on Children and Families
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will get the help they need and 

sends the message that “mental 

illness is no less scary and severe 

than cancer,” she said. 

More than 25 years of mental 

health advocacy has taught 

Patricia the obstacles to bringing 

care to those who need it. She is 

excited that Children’s is finding 

innovative ways to improve 

access, from providing phone 

consultations to pediatricians in 

rural areas where providers are 

scarce, to developing outreach 

programs for central city 

neighborhoods beset by poverty 

and violence.

With her estate gift, Patricia 

found a new way to shine a light 

on an issue that is too often in 

the dark. “No one expects their 

child to have a mental illness,” 

she said. But with greater 

awareness, a mental health 

check-up will one day seem as 

ordinary as vaccines or growth 

charts – and tomorrow’s kids will 

get the best possible start in life. 

Lucia



A family-first  
approach to  
charitable giving
Remembering Children’s Hospital  
in your will or living trust

Will planning by the numbers
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Why do so many people not have a will? Common 

misconceptions include: “I’m young and in good 

health.” “I’m single.” “I don’t have children.” “I don’t 

own a home or anything worth a lot of money.” 

The truth is, will planning is for everyone, 

regardless of age or assets. Just as you wear your 

seat belt for protection, you should have your will 

and other important documents in order.   
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If you give because helping others makes you feel 

good, you’re not alone. Most people report that 

the main reason they give to Children’s and other 

charitable organizations is because helping other 

people makes them feel good. To continue that 

support after your lifetime, consider an estate gift.

We’re here to help you through the will planning 

process and can show you how to protect your loved 

ones and invest in the future of Children’s Hospital 

of Wisconsin. Contact Kelly Sachse at (414) 266-6121 

or ksachse@chw.org.

*2016 NMI Healthy Aging Database® Study

In addition to passing assets to loved ones,  

your will or living trust can also be used 

to define your legacy through support of 

Children’s Hospital or other favorite causes. 

When you remember us through a gift in  

your estate plans, you join a special group of 

people who have helped make some of our 

most important advances possible.

Advantages 

•  Simplicity. As little as one sentence in your 

will or living trust is all that is needed to 

complete your gift. 

•  Flexibility. Until your will or trust goes  

into effect, you are free to alter your plans.

•  Versatility. You can give a specific item,  

an amount of money, a gift contingent  

upon certain events, or a percentage of  

the remainder of your estate. 

How a gift in your will works
Your estate planning attorney can help you 

structure a gift so your loved ones will be  

taken care of first after you’re gone. He or  

she could include our sample language in a  

will or living trust you create, or add it to 

existing documents through an amendment 

called a codicil. A popular option is to leave a 

percentage of what is left of your estate after 

other beneficiaries have received their share  

so your gift will remain proportionate to the  

size of your estate, no matter how it fluctuates.

Whether you are considering a will or need to 

update it, Your will planning timeline guides you 

through every stage of planning. Return the 

enclosed response card to request your copy. 

Percentage of American 

adults who don’t have a will*

Percentage of American adults who  

have donated money to a charity* 
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Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation

MS3050 • PO Box 1997 • Milwaukee, WI 53201-1997

(414) 266-6121 • (888) 543-7233 • chw.org/plannedgiving

Please write to us at our address if you wish to have your name removed from the list to 

receive future fundraising requests to support Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.
Kelly Sachse

Senior Planned Giving Director

Donors help enhance the future  
for our children

Since the founding of Children’s 

Hospital of Wisconsin in 1894, 

we have depended on the 

generosity of others to help 

us care for kids. And although 

people give for different reasons, 

their love of children has always 

been a central theme. The 

return on their investment in 

the hospital’s future is healthier 

children, with brighter futures –

generation after generation.

This past year, Children’s 

Hospital of Wisconsin was 

blessed with estate gifts 

from many caring individuals, 

including:

•  An accomplished business 

owner who gave because  

she appreciated the good 

work the hospital does saving 

children’s lives 

•  A lifetime Wisconsin resident 

who was concerned about 

the well-being of children 

after her long career in  

public schools 

•  A devoted couple who  

loved music and cared  

about the health of children 

in their community  

•  A single man with no children 

who, although he lived 

modestly, left a generous  

gift to help train future 

pediatric cardiologists 

•  A retired transit worker with  

no remaining family who  

cared deeply about children

We are honored to acknowledge  
our 2016 estate donors: 

Gertude L. Abitz 

Andrew F. and Edith M. Bell Perpetual Trust

Claudia M. Buchert 

Irving L. Chortek Charitable Fund in Memory

   of Robert and Jennie Chortek

Gertrude R. Cornell

Helen M. Cudahy Trust

Alice A. Flandrena

Stella M. Frydock

Margaret Gotz Endowment Fund

Mark J. and Carolyn H. Gusinda 

Helen Trane Hood Charitable Trust

Robert J. Jasinski

Helen Way Klingler Charitable Foundation 

Lawrence F. Marty Charitable Trust

Marilyn J. Mueller

Walter J. Mundschau

Linn C. Nelson

Carol R. Ottaway

Bernadette M. Otto

Florence M. Sarres 

Isabel Schendel – Robert and Josephine 

   Pieper Trust 

Roger A. and Audrey H. Schultz

Archie J. Straski

Joseph H. and Margaret R. VandenHeuvel 


