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Ask someone if they know of a child whose 

life was touched by Children’s Hospital of 

Wisconsin, they will probably say yes. This 

is why so many of us choose to support 

Children’s in our gift-giving and planning.

For Kim and Louise Stack, Children’s 

Hospital weaves many threads through 

their story, some of them joyful and some 

touched by heartbreak.

Kim and Louise have earned more than their 

share of Brownie points, and their careers 

have put them in positions to help others. 

They will tell you they were just doing their 

jobs, but the look in their eyes tells a better 

story, especially since their jobs brought 

them close to Children’s…and each other.

Years ago, as security supervisor for 

Children’s, Louise remembers monitoring the 

campus as the new hospital was being built 

in Wauwatosa. As a Milwaukee police officer, 

Kim helped countless families over the years 

and frequently found himself at Children’s. 

On August 17, 1982, Kim was at the hospital 

checking on a small boy who had been hurt 

in a car accident. As he walked the hallway 

outside the Children’s X-ray department, he 

saw Louise for the first time. Less than a year 

later, the couple married.

But then came sadness. When Kim’s son 

from his first marriage suffered a brain 

aneurysm, he was rushed to Children’s. 

Despite the best efforts of the medical 

teams, six-year-old Bryan did not survive. 

Kim and Louise Stack found Children’s Hospital touched 
their lives in many ways.
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The couple found solace in 

donating Bryan’s organs, saving 

a number of lives. Kim and 

Louise have also sent a gift to 

Children’s on Bryan’s birthday 

and at Christmas every year 

since he passed. It is a generous 

and touching tribute to Bryan’s 

life and an expression of 

gratitude to those who tried 

to save him. Kim and Louise 

have also decided to leave 

the majority of their estate to 

Children’s Hospital. 

“Because we don’t have any more 

children to pass our legacy to, 

and because we’ve been involved 

with Children’s for so many 

years...well, Louise said it was the 

right thing to do,” said Kim. 

“I have always been a planner,” 

said Louise. “I feel very happy that 

we made this plan, and it’s going 

to help the kids at Children’s.”

Bryan Stack, age 6.

No appointment 
necessary
3 easy ways to leave a legacy

If you think the only way you can leave a legacy at 

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin is by creating a sizable 

estate gift involving extensive professional advice, 

think again. 

Sometimes there is a misconception when people hear 

about estate gifts. Headlines declaring “biggest ever” 

might come to mind. But most estate gifts are modest  

in size and often consist of resources many of us have. 

One of the easiest ways to make a difference in the 

health and well-being of children is to designate 

Children’s Hospital as a beneficiary of one of your assets, 

such as a retirement plan account, life insurance policy, 

or bank account. You retain complete control over the 

assets during your lifetime and can spend the money 

as you wish. By naming Children’s as a beneficiary, you 

simply allow for any leftover funds, or a portion of those 

funds, to transfer to us after your lifetime.  

These are gifts you can easily initiate yourself. Here are 

the three things you need:

1.  A phone. Call the administrator of your retirement plan, 

bank account, or insurance policy.

2. A form. Request a change-of-beneficiary form.

3. A pen. Fill out the form and return it to the administrator. 

It’s a good idea to include your legal or financial advisor 

in your planning process when designating or updating 

your beneficiaries. They can help ensure everything is 

coordinated with your estate plan.

Contact Kelly Sachse at ksachse@chw.org or (414) 266-6121 
to learn more about benefiting children in the future with 
your retirement plan assets, life insurance policy, or bank 
account. You can make a difference, no matter the size  
of the gift.
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Please write to us at our address if you wish to have your name removed from the list to 

receive future fundraising requests to support Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.
Kelly Sachse

Senior Planned Giving Director

Donors help enhance the future  
for our children

Since the founding of Children’s 

Hospital of Wisconsin in 1894, 

we have depended on the 

generosity of others to help 

us care for kids. And although 

people give for different 

reasons, their love of children 

has always been a central 

theme. The return on their 

investment in the hospital’s 

future is healthier children, with 

brighter futures – generation 

after generation.

This past year, Children’s 

Hospital of Wisconsin was 

blessed with estate gifts 

from many caring individuals, 

including:

•  a former Children’s Hospital 

employee who cared deeply 

about children

•  a retired business executive 

who felt Children’s Hospital 

was an asset in his community

•  a compassionate woman 

whose granddaughter lost her 

battle with celiac disease at a 

young age

•  a generous man who admired 

the way Children’s Hospital 

cared for children with 

gastrointestinal conditions

•  a quiet woman who lived a 

modest lifestyle, but genuinely 

cared about the health of 

children in her community

Gertrude L. Abitz

Frieda R. Baxter

Andrew F. and Edith M. Bell 

   Perpetual Trust

Claudia M. Buchert

Marian M. Corby

Helen M. Cudahy Trust

Eugenie M. Dally

Esther C. Fischer

Margaret Gotz Endowment Fund

Helen Trane Hood Charitable Trust

Evelyn D. Jankowski

Jacquelyn M. Jurkowski

Helen Way Klinger 

   Charitable Foundation

Marian F. Knoernschild

Lucille D. Lashok

Carol Lumley

Lawrence F. Marty Charitable Trust

Doris M. Mayer

Selma D. Mechanic

Walter J. Mundschau

Edward Neuwirth

Florence M. Sarres

Isabel Schendel – Robert and Josephine

    Pieper Trust

Gertrude M. Schmieder

Archie J. Straski

Dorothy K. Vallier

Joseph H. and Margaret R. VandenHeuvel

Anthony M. Zahringer

We are honored to 
acknowledge our 
2015 estate donors:
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Gifts elevate quality 
of heart care at Children’s 

For 233 days in 2015, Children’s Hospital of 

Wisconsin looked a little different to passersby 

– one small window in the façade of the west 

tower bore the letters “A.N.T.O.N.I.O.” 

The truth is, Antonio stayed with us for 

233 days. He was waiting for a new heart.

At birth, Antonio was blue. Before he was a 

year old, he endured two open heart surgeries. 

But his heart was not strong enough to pump 

blood to his organs. So, our doctors gave him 

a mechanical heart to keep him alive while he 

waited for a transplant. Antonio finally got his 

heart and went home happy and strong, but 

not before he won over lots of other hearts at 

Children’s Hospital. The day Antonio went home 

was a celebration felt throughout the building.

Heart disease is the most prevalent of birth 

defects, affecting 40,000 babies in the United 

States each year. The Herma Heart Center at 

Children’s Hospital provides some of the best 

outcomes in the world for complex heart defects.

We are thrilled to announce that Viktor 

Hraska, MD, PhD, one of the top pediatric 

cardiothoracic surgeons in the world, is 

coming from Germany to Children’s Hospital 

in August to lead our amazing team of 

cardiothoracic 

surgeons. The 

Herma Heart 

Center’s reputation 

as a national leader 

in pediatric heart 

care is the reason 

we were able to 

recruit Dr. Hraska.

Donor investment in our heart program  

has raised the level of our care, making ours  

a nation-leading heart center. We are 

renowned for clinical expertise. We have 

made groundbreaking neurodevelopmental 

advances for survivors of pediatric heart 

disease, leading the way in quality of life 

research. And we’ve been able to identify 

gene markers that identify complex heart 

disease in some family groups.

Families and children in Wisconsin are 

fortunate because they do not need to travel 

out of state for the best care available – it’s  

in their backyard. Just ask Antonio.

Support care close to home 
Your future gift helps Children’s Hospital  

provide superior care. Contact Kelly Sachse 

at ksachse@chw.org or (414) 266-6121 to  

learn more.

Flexible ways to give 

There are many ways to make a gift to strengthen the future of Children’s Hospital 

that won’t cost you anything today and allow you to maintain control of your assets 

for life. Learn more in our FREE guide, 4 simple gifts that deliver big results. Use the 

enclosed response card to request your copy today. 

Antonio just turned 6.


